MONTHLY TOWN BOARD MEETING

February 1, 2007


The Town Board of the Town of Philipstown held their Monthly Meeting on the above date, at 8:00 p.m., at the Town Hall, 238 Main Street, Cold Spring.

PRESENT:

William Mazzuca

Supervisor




Richard Shea

Councilman




Betty Budney


Councilwoman




Al Hosmer


Councilman




David Brower

Councilman




Edward W. Doyle

Town Attorney

Supervisor Mazzuca opened the meeting with a salute to the Flag.

REVIEW OF THE MINUTES:

The Minutes of the Special Town Board Meeting of November 20, 2006, were reviewed.

Councilman Shea made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Budney and unanimously carried that the Minutes are hereby approved as presented.

The Minutes of the Weekly Meeting of November 29, 2006, were reviewed.

Councilwoman Budney made a motion, seconded by Councilman Brower and unanimously carried that the Minutes are hereby approved as presented.

The Minutes of the Monthly Town Board Meeting of December 7, 2006, were reviewed.

Councilman Hosmer made a motion, seconded by Councilman Shea and unanimously carried that the Minutes are hereby approved as presented.

The Minutes of the Weekly Town Board Meeting of December 13, 2006, were reviewed.

Councilman Brower made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Budney and unanimously carried that the Minutes are hereby approved as presented.

The Minutes of the Bid Opening – Bulk Fuel – December 20, 2006, were reviewed.

Councilman Hosmer made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Budney and unanimously carried that the Minutes are hereby approved as presented.

The Minutes of the Year End Meeting of December 27, 2006, were reviewed.

Councilwoman Budney made a motion, seconded by Councilman Brower and unanimously carried that the Minutes are hereby approved as presented.

The Minutes of the Re-Organization Meeting of January 4, 2007, were reviewed.

Councilwoman Budney made a motion, seconded by Councilman Brower and unanimously carried that the Minutes are hereby approved as presented.

The Minutes of the Public Hearing – Development Fees – January 4, 2007, were reviewed.

Councilman Shea made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Budney and unanimously carried that the Minutes are hereby approved as presented.

The Minutes of the Philipstown Local Development Corp. – January 4, 2007, were reviewed.

Councilman Shea made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Budney and unanimously carried that the Minutes are hereby approved as presented.

The Minutes of the Philipstown Performing Arts Development Corp. – January 4, 2007, were reviewed.

Councilman Shea made a motion, seconded by Councilman Brower and unanimously carried that the Minutes are hereby approved as presented.

The Minutes of the Weekly Town Board Meeting of January 10, 2007, were reviewed.

Councilman Hosmer made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Budney and unanimously carried that the Minutes are hereby approved as presented.

The Minutes of the Public Hearing – Penalties for Offenses – Dumping – January 17, 2007, were reviewed.

Councilwoman Budney made a motion, seconded by Councilman Brower and unanimously carried that the Minutes are hereby approved as presented.

The Minutes of the Weekly Town Board of January 17, 2007, were reviewed.

Councilman Shea made a motion, seconded by Councilman Brower and unanimously carried that the Minutes are hereby approved as presented.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

HIGHWAY – Councilman Hosmer reported that the Highway Department is currently conducting routine maintenance.

PLANNING BOARD – Councilman Brower reviewed the items addressed at the Planning Board Meeting of January 25, 2007.

RECREATION – Councilwoman Budney reviewed the events offered through the Recreation Department. New wall pads were installed at the Recreation Center and two new refrigerators were also installed.

CAC – Councilman Shea reported that there were 7 applicants. He commended the volunteers on the CAC for their valuable contributions.

RECYCLING – No report.

LAND & BUILDING ACQUISITION – No report. 

ZONING - Councilman Brower reviewed the items addressed at the Zoning Board Meetings of January 8, 2007 and January 29, 2007.

TOWN OF PHILIPSTOWN

MONTHLY REPORT OF TOWN SUPERVISOR

MONIES RECEIVED AS OF FEBRUARY 1, 2007 

GENERAL & PART-TOWN FUNDS

Tax Collection Partial Pay Gen A      $     75,000.00

Tax Collection Partial Pay Gen A           200,000.00

Tax Collection CV Fire                           264,534.75 

Tax Collection Phil #1 Fire                       41,399.92

Tax Collection Garrison Vol. Fire           619,737.19

Tax Collection NH Fire                           411,000.04

NYS Pay in Lieu of Taxes                        39,021.00

Bank Interest                                                 136.86

HIGHWAY FUND

Tax Collection Partial Pay                      150,000.00

P.C. Ck. Sheriff’s Gas                                   448.72         

P.C. Ck. Sheriff’s Gas                                1,045.00

Gen Fund Ck. Gas                                        122.68

 Bank Interest                                                472.20

CONTINTENTAL VILLAGE WATER DISTRICT

Tax Collection Full Pay                          163,230.56

Tax Collection Unpaid Water                   17,496.00

Bank Interest                                                   16.05

CONTINENTAL VILLAGE PARK DISTRICT

Bank Interest                                                 312.42

AGENDA
1.  Resolution appointing Loriann Merrigan to the position of Part-time Justice Clerk at the salary set forth in the 2007 budget commencing January 29, 2007

RESOLUTION #69-07

The following Resolution was presented by Councilwoman Budney, seconded by Councilman Shea and unanimously carried;

RESOLVED, the Town Board hereby appoints Loriann Merrigan to the position of Part-time Justice Clerk at the salary set forth in the 2007 budget commencing January 29, 2007

2.  Resolution appointing Justine Bruno as Secretary to the Continental Village Park District at the salary set forth in the 2007 budget.

RESOLUTION #70-07

The following Resolution was presented by Councilwoman Budney, seconded by Councilman Shea and unanimously carried;

RESOLVED, the Town Board hereby appoints Justine Bruno as Secretary to the Continental Village Park District at the salary set forth in the 2007 budget.

3. Resolution including Patti Pelican as an additional driver that shall be compensated for the use of her automobile in the performance of her official duties at the rate of $0.26 per mile.

RESOLUTION #71-07

The following Resolution was presented by Councilwoman Budney, seconded by Councilman Shea and unanimously carried;

RESOLVED, the Town Board hereby includes Patti Pelican as an additional driver that shall be compensated for the use of her automobile in the performance of her official duties at the rate of $0.26 per mile.

4. Resolution changing the meeting schedule for the Zoning Board of Appeals from the first and third Monday of every month to the second and fourth Mondays’ of each month.

RESOLUTION #72-07

The following Resolution was presented by Councilman Brower, seconded by Councilman Shea and unanimously carried;

RESOLVED, the Town Board hereby changes the meeting schedule for the Zoning Board of Appeals from the first and third Monday of every month to the second and fourth Mondays of each month.

5.  Code Enforcement Monthly Report.

Town Clerk Merando read the monthly report.

6.  Schedule Meetings/Workshops.

7.  Any other business that may come before the Town Board.

 Supervisor Mazzuca read a letter from Robert Dakin, a resident on 25 Winston Lane, Garrison. Mr. Dakin is concerned about the commercial truck traffic on this road. He stated that these trucks are a safety issue for the residents and also cause excessive wear and tear on Winston Lane. Winston Lane is being used as a short cut between Route 9 and Route 6. Mr. Dakin is requesting that the traffic on Winston Lane be restricted to 5-ton vehicles or less. 

Supervisor Mazzuca called Mr. Dakin and left a message, stating that this issue will be discussed at the Town Board Meeting of February 1st. Justine Bruno stated that this has been an on-going problem on this road. 

Town Attorney Doyle stated that Highway Superintendent Chirico should speak to the Sheriff’s Department and DOT concerning this matter. Councilman Hosmer will follow-up.

AUDIENCE

There was a lengthy discussion between Chris Simone, Rodney Tudor, Donald Lefari and Joe Regele, concerning the Garrison Volunteer Fire Company’s finances.

Supervisor Mazzuca was in receipt of a letter from Sally Jo Simone, President of the Garrison Volunteer Fire Co. This correspondence answered questions proposed by Joe Regele regarding the finances of the Garrison Volunteer Fire Co. Joe Regele stated that Councilman Brower said that he should address his questions directly to the Garrison Fire Company. Councilman Brower recuses himself from this matter because he is a member of the Garrison Fire Company. 

Mr. Regele submitted to the Town Board a history of his communications to the Garrison Volunteer Fire Co., and stated that he has not received a response from the fire company to date.

Members of the fire company and Joe Regele continued a dialogue with regard to Mr. Regele’s concerns.  The members of the fire company defended their use of funds and

further explained that the members volunteer their time and expertise and are dedicated to the community.  They went on to say that they would welcome Mr. Regele’s constructive

input and would hope that he could give of his time as a volunteer.

Mr. Regele assured the members of the fire company that his questions were only directed to their budget and the potential impact of an increased LOSAP.  He fully supports the efforts and dedication of the fire personnel. 

Supervisor Mazzuca stated that all volunteers are appreciated and also all citizens have a right to ask questions and express their opinions. Supervisor Mazzuca said that the Board had questions about the Garrison Fire Department’s budget and after the Board met with them, all questions had been satisfactorily answered. He also stated that the Garrison Fire Company would undergo an independent audit. 

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING AN INDEPENDENT SAFETY ASSESSMENT OF THE INDIAN POINT NUCLEAR POWER PLANT

Councilman Shea reported that Indian Point is seeking to renew its license for twenty years. There has been a small radioactive leak and problems with the sirens. Therefore, the Town Board supports an independent safety assessment. 
 RESOLUTION #73-07

The following Resolution was presented by Councilman Hosmer, seconded by Councilman Shea and unanimously carried;


WHEREAS, Entergy is the owner and operator of two nuclear power plants, Indian Point 2 and Indian Point 3, located in Buchanan, New York; and

WHEREAS, The Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) is the federal regulatory agency overseeing, regulating and licensing IP2 and IP3; and

WHEREAS, the NRC has the power and authority to mandate an Independent Safety Assessment (ISA) of IP2 and IP3; and

WHEREAS, the NRC, in spite of the problems and safety issues experienced by IP2 and IP3, has refused to mandate an ISA of IP2 and IP3; and

WHEREAS, legislation has been introduced in both Houses of the US Congress by Senator Hillary Clinton, Representatives Sue Kelly, Nita Lowey, Eliot Engel, Maurice Hinchey and Christopher Shays, that mandates the NRC to conduct a Maine Yankee style ISA on the vital systems of Indian Point and require FEMA to justify, with specificity, its approval of the IP evacuation plan despite the findings of the 2003 Witt Report; and 
  
WHEREAS, the Governor of New York, Eliot Spitzer, and Attorney General of Connecticut, Richard Blumenthal, support this legislation as well as Congressman John Hall; and

WHEREAS, taking into consideration the historical safety record of Indian Point, the current uncontrolled and uncorrected leaks of radioactive materials, and the health and safety of  the almost 10,000 Philipstown residents in the evacuation zone, 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of Philipstown requests that the United States Senate reintroduce and pass S. 2488 as introduced in the 109th Congress, and the United States House of Representatives reintroduce and pass H.R. 4891 as introduced in the 109th Congress --- To require the Nuclear Regulatory Commission to conduct an Independent Safety Assessment of the Indian Point Nuclear Power Plant; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Town of Philipstown requests that Governor Eliot Spitzer request of Nuclear Regulatory Commission Chairman Dale Klein that the Nuclear Regulatory Commission conduct an Independent Safety Assessment of the Indian Point Nuclear Power Plant; and be it further RESOLVED, that the Town Board of Philipstown supports the legislation in S. 2488 and H.R. 4891 that mandates the Independent Safety Assessment of IP2 and IP3 which would:        

        1) include a "vertical slice" review of all operating systems,
        2) include a "horizontal" review of all plant maintenance,
        3) be conducted by independent experts,
        4) be monitored by local officials, and
        5) include a rigorous re-evaluation of the feasibility of the evacuation plan for Indian Point;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that the citizens of Philipstown, because of their close proximity to Indian Point, deserve a clear and accurate assessment of any and all safety problems or issues that are currently known or may be discovered at Indian Point; and that these issues be presented to the public in a timely manner after discovery,

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:  that the Town of Philipstown provide a copy of this resolution to the above-named legislators.

ROLL CALL

Supervisor Mazzuca

AYE

Councilwoman Budney

AYE

Councilman Shea


AYE

Councilman Brower


AYE

Councilman Hosmer                      AYE

Resolution passed by unanimous vote.

Town Clerk Merando explained that Ann Gallagher, Secretary of the Planning Board, requested that Tom Rippolon, in addition to video recording, audiotape the Planning Board Meetings.  A previous tape of the Planning Board Meeting was inadvertently destroyed.

RESOLUTION #74-07

The following Resolution was presented by Councilman Brower, seconded by Councilwoman Budney and unanimously carried;

RESOLVED, the Town Board hereby approves payment of an additional $15.00 per meeting to Tom Rippolon for an audiotape of the Planning Board Meetings.

The Town Board explained that they interviewed interested parties for the vacant position on the Recreation Commission.

RESOLUTION #75-07

The following Resolution was presented by Councilwoman Budney, seconded by Councilman Hosmer and unanimously carried;

RESOLVED, the Town Board hereby appoints Walter Garschagen to the Recreation Commission, term expiring September 1, 2008.
VACANCIES:

CV Advisory Committee (2)

Recreation Commission (1)

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS

Councilman Shea made a motion, seconded by Councilman Brower and unanimously carried that the General Vouchers in the amount of $1,296,221.25 are hereby approved as set forth in Abstracts1A and 2. 

Councilman Hosmer made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Budney and unanimously carried that the Highway Vouchers in the amount of $120,327.16 are hereby approved as set forth in Abstract 2.  

Councilwoman Budney made a motion, seconded by Councilman Shea and unanimously carried that the CV Park District Vouchers in the amount of $1,301.47 are hereby approved as set forth in Abstract 2. 

Councilman Shea make a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Budney and unanimously carried that the CV Water District Vouchers in the amount of $10,798.87 are hereby approved as presented in Abstract 2.

There being no further business to discuss, Councilman Brower made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Budney to close the Monthly Meeting at 9:10 p.m.









Respectfully submitted by,









Tina M. Merando









Town Clerk

.
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